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SUB J : PRESIDENT ODUBER SPEAKS ON VESCO FOR CBS 

1. DJRING JULY 24 INTERVIEW WITH CBS IN SAN JOSE, 

PRESIDENT ODUBER WAS ASKED ABOUT VESCO AND ABOUT 
CURRENT COSTA RICAN EXTRADITION LAW. 

2. PRESIDENT STATED THAT VESCO "HAS INVESTED MONEY-- 
EITHER HIS OR NOT HIS-IN SEVERAL CLEAN ACTIVITIES IN 
COSTA RICA,"' ADDING THAT GOCR HAS "FOLLOWED HIS 
INVESTMENTS CLOSELY." PRESIDENT ALSO SAID THAT HE 
HAS RECEIVED REPRESENTATIVES OF MUTUAL FUNDS THAT 
VESCO HAS MANAGED. HE CONTINUED THAT COSTA RICAN 
COURTS "ARE OPEN TO ANY SUIT THAT WILL TRY TO RECUPERATE 
THOSE INVESTMENTS IN COSTA RICA AND TO PUT THEM IN THE 
HANDS OF WHOEVER BECOMES THE REAL PROPRIETOR." 

3. REGARDING CRIMINAL CHARGES, THE PRESIDENT STATED THAT 
"IF VESCO IS INDICTED IN THE U.S. AND IS CONDEMNED, 
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OUR TRIBUNALS, VESCO WILL BE SENT TO THE U.S...." HE 
ADDED THAT THE COSTA RICAN SUPREME COURT HAS THE LAST 
WORD IN THIS MATTER, AND THAT IT IS STRONG, INDEPENDENT, 

AND RESPECTED. HE STATED THAT THE GOCR IS ABSOLUTELY 
HELPLESS TO TAKE VESCO, PUT HIM ON A PLANE, AND SEND 
HIM TO THE U.S., OR TO DO ANYTHING AGAINST THE 
COUNTRY'S COURT SYSTEM. HE SAID THAT PEOPLE HAVE BEEN 
PRESSURING HIM FOR VESCO'S EXPULSION, BUT THAT 
HE DID NOT HAVE REASON- "AS LONG AS HE BEHAVES 
HIMSELF AND RESPECTS COSTA RICAN LAW' -FOR SUCH ACTION. 

HE CONCLUDED THAT MUTUAL FUNDS SHAREHOLDERS SHOULD FEEL 
GUARANTEED KNOWING THEIR INVESTMENTS ARE IN COSTA RICA 
SINCE THERE IS AMPLE PROTECTION AND RECOURSE UNDER 
COSTA RICAN LAW. 

4. IN RESPONSE TO A QUESTION ABOUT THE "VESCO LAW," 

PRESIDENT ODUBER STATED" "MANY THINGS HAVE BEEN SAID 
BY NEWSPAPERS AND THE NEWS MEDIA AND THE SEC IN THE 
U.S.— THAT IS WHAT WE CALL HERE THE WATERGATE SYNDROME. 
EVERYBODY WAS PERSECUTING EVERYBODY-THEY DON'T KNOW 
WHO ELSE TO PERSECUTE IN THE STATES. I RESPECT THE 

U.S.; I WORRY ABOUT THE SYNDROME. I THINK THE TIME 
HAS COME TO CEASE TO THINK ABOUT PERSECUTION AND 
INVESTIGATION BECAUSE YOU ARE WEAKENING FAITH IN 
AUTHORITY AND THIS IS DANGEROUS. A BIG SCANDAL IS 
MADE, AND EVERYTHING INVENTED SO THAT A LEAF COULD 
NOT MOVE IN COSTA RICA WITHOUT VESCO BEHIND IT." 

PRESIDENT POINTED OUT TO THE CBS CORRESPONDENT 
THAT THE MEDIA TENDS TO MAKE A BIG SCANDAL OUT OF 
THINGS SUCH AS THESE. HE CONCLUDED THAT COSTA RICA 
IS VERY CALM AND THAT HE WOULD BE "VERY INTERESTED 
TO SEE THE SUITS COME IN AND BE PRESENTED TO THE 
COSTA RICAN SUPREME COURT." 

5. THE FILMED INTERVIEW WAS CONDUCTED IN ENGLISH. 

CBS CORRESPONDENT IS HOPEFUL THAT IT WILL BE CARRIED 
SOMEHOW ON HIS NETWORK. 

6. OTHER ANSWERS COVERING THE RIO TREATY MEETING, 

COSTA RICAN RECOGNITION OF CUBA, SELA, PANAMA, AND 
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